JOHN   EVELYN
and when he philosophises about life in general he
does it well Egmont in the eighteenth century, and
Greville in the nineteenth century, to instance two
other historical diarists,, as we may term them, both
adopted the almost daily method of entry, even at the
risk of exposing themselves to the charge of change of
opinion and contradiction in their views.
The older Evelyn, writing sometimes no doubt
long after the event, makes mistakes in dates, and
often adds information which could not have been
known to the younger Evelyn on the day in question,
Sometimes tell-tale words such as "since," "after-
wards," "three days later," "about this time," etc.,
show the hand of the memoir-writer. But one would
hardly expect him in his revision to get dates so
wrong as to write that the Duke of Richmond's
funeral took place in 1641, whereas he was buried in
Westminster Abbey in 1655; that he witnessed
Cromwell's funeral on October 22nd when it took
place on November 23rd, or to mention the Treaty of
Breda concluded in 1667 as the reason for the sudden
stopping of his book on the Dutch War in 1674.
Again in grouping a series of events he dates the
battle of Edgehill October 3rd, when it was fought on
October 23rd. In fact his dates are quite unreliable,
although allowance must be made also for the
original transcribers of the Diary, who may have
fitted a marginal date into a wrong line of the text.
The earlier entries were mostly written up from
very meagre notes. The travel entries are amplified
and written up from full notes. The main part of the
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